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Me.. Stephen Terry. 
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H E Subject of the following Diſconyſe is, donbt- 
Jeſs, a noble Subject. There we have in one 
Vie the Excellency of the Chriftian's Work 
and Wages both. The Service that imploys bim, is no 
| worſe than the Commandments of God; Commandments 
that are holy, juſt, aud good: The Reward that attends 
bim, is no leſs than a Right wnto the Tree of Life, and 
an Admittance into the Holy City; than a bleſſed Im- 
mortality. Such an Imployment, with a Title unto 
ſuch a Blifs. was what did greatly buſy the dying 
Thoughts of your good Brotber; who d fired it therefore, 
as bis laft Will and Ieftament, that his Funeral Sermon 
might be preach d from my Text, as the beſt Legacy be 
cou d leave behind him, at bis parting with this vain 
33 | | 
But yet, as the Diſcourſe it ſelf was a haſty Compo- 
ſure, and (notwithſtanding the Additions F con'd allow 
my ſelf to make) is far ſhort of what the Dignity of ſuch 
a Subject deſerves, it is chiefly, in compliance with your 
con and your Uncle's Importunity, and ont of a Re- 
gard unto the precious Memory of the Deceaſed, I give 
way to the Publication of it. For, as to any ſpecial Accep- 
tance Sermons of this kind may meet with, at the preacit- 
ing of them, this (I'm very ſenſible) is in many Caſes 
more to be aſcribed to the Solemnity of the Occaſion, 
” . 3 2) Ro unto 


* The DED TCATION. TWP 
"wits. 1 5 Pathos of a Delivery, or unto, the. peculiar.. 
Devotion and Candour that u ſually inſpire an Anditory 
at ſuch Fimes, than unto” any thing extraordinar' n 
; the ſeburſes themſelves. Ne 
I Hover, ſhou'd there be nothing in the naked per 
8 fermance Twoi'd hope there i; ſomething in the affect- 
ing Occaſion of it. that the ſerious Reader will admit 
as a reaſonable Apology for troubling the World with 
yy Papers, - 
An early Piet), in this degenerate Ape, eſpecially + 1 
5 ter a Seaſon of unhappy Wandrings, has ſomet bing ſo 
moving and transforming in it, that the Relatign | 
- thereof (one won d think) ſhou'd at once both plcaſe ad 
Profit all that hear; it; and particularly thoſe whoſe 
tender Minds are more cafi ly impreſſed. To bear an #! 
Ephraim bemoaning himſelf thus, Thou haſt chaſtiſed 4 
me, and I was chaſtiſed; ſurely, after that I was | 
inſtructed, I ſmote upon my Thigh, I was aſhamed, | 
yca, even confounded, becauſe I did bear the Rr. 
p νοοAα of my Youth !“ whil/ft Heaven ſtands won- 
dring at the gracious Change its own Hand had wrought, | 
and in pitiful Soliloquy breaks forth, and ſays, Is E- I. 
3 my dear ſon? Is he a PIT AAN Child? ſince . 
1 ſpake againſt him, I do earneſtly remember bim NE 
ſtill; my Bowels are troubled for him, I will ſurely It 
have Mercy upon Ephraim! 5 
Or, to ſee a relenting Prodigal broug t back by Afflic- "It 
tion to his Father's Houſe, and there in a Paſlion of ho- 
Iy Grief and Shame to bear bim cry, Father, I have s. 
Jinnel againſt Heaven, and in thy ſight, and am no F 
more worthy to be call d thy Son! His Father at the 
fame lime, with yearning Bowels, falling upon bis | 
Neck and kiſing him, nay, from a Surprize of exce\- | 
five Foy weeping aloud before him, Lo, this my Son 
was dead, and is alive again; was loſt, and is fonnd! 
O Six, How deeply aſfecting much ſuch a Scene be! and 
pet, hom much it was the real Caſe with reſpe&# to your 
| Deceaſed Brother, as 5 you need not to be informed 775 
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{er will eaſily corclude from the Narr. 

ewe of bis laſt Sickneſs, arnentd to this Diſcoufſ. 

» B41 e will there oh ſerne alſo, how Toon the Cup 0 0 
remb ling Was exchanged for a Cup of Conſolation 7 

aud bis penitential Complaints turned into the Tri- 

- Simphs of Joy. And cou d indeed a bare Right unto 

t be Iree of. Life ſtir up ſuch a Rapture of P aiſe? V hat 

bh WRExtaſies then muſt an Entrance into the Holy City 
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— Ahl how con'd his diſconſolate Mother melt away in 
o Wears and Sighs, for a Loſs that was ſo much his Gain! 


by was there that bitter Voice in Rama, Rachel 
Preeping for ber Son, and refuſing to be con:forted, nay, 
Fefuſing to live &, becanſe be was not! ſhe con'd but have 
bus pined away, bad he been drove out of the Para- 
$47/e of God, or had Cherubims with a flaming Sword. 
Peen ſet, to keep the Way of the Tree of Life from his de- 
Fparting Soul. What, had ſbe quite forgot the Charge of 
is expiring Breath? Tell my dear Mother, tis my 
LasTrRxeqQuetr 'toher, the won'd not IE VR 


nt, for mx. How ill did her deep Sighs below accord with 
E- Bis Seraphick Songs above! But be foon flretch'd out 


ce ber Wings and mounted after; and. has him now in her 
#1 YEmbraces again; where all Tears are wiped from both 
their Eyes, and there is no mare Death, neither Sorrow, 
nor Crying, neither ſhall there be any more Pain, for 
the former Things are paſſed away. © FAD 
The Lord grant that ber ſorrowful Conſort mayn't 
$g77eve as one that is without this Hope. And tho he 
may, with holy Job, be ready ts complain, Thou wri- 
telt bitter Things againſt me, He breaketh me with 
REACH upon BREACH: and runneth upon me 
like a Giant. Tet let it be ſome allay—— to conſider, 
ow wonderfully pleaſed your /Qhious Brother was with 
the Thoughts, of the Saints knowing one another in 
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our } * Mrs. Henry, his Mother, died a few Weeks after. 
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Heaven, when taking your Father by the hand, be ſaid 
I Hope, Sir, that you and I, however GE VO, 
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our preſent parting may be, ſhall one Day 10% 
roi meet again. Theſe Breaches will all be repair- i 
ed then, when we come unto Mount Zion, and the City 
of the living God, the Heavenly Fernſalem to an innu- ©, 
merable Company of Angels, to the general Aſſembly 
and Church of the Firftborn; and to the Spirits of our | 
Chriftian Relatives made per fed. 1 
Aay you, SI R, and your dear Siffer, the only Re- In 

mains of your Father's Houſe, vie with each other in the 
Expreſions of mutual Love, and in dutiful Regards to lh. 
the Reverend Mr. HR NR, the Reli& of your tender 
Mother. May be have this to alleviate his Sorrows, to 
ſee both of you inheriting, not only the Subſtance, but n 
tbe Piety of thoſe that are gone before you. And let 
Ine Sir, adjure you in particular, to make the Bibl., 
Jour dying Brother bequeath'd unto you, your chiefeſt Stu: | 
Ay and your choſen Rule, Embrace it as the far better | 
Part of your Inheritance. The Commandments of that 
7 55 are more to be deſired than Gold, than much fine 

Qola. 8 | Cy | 

Tou are now entring into thoſe very Tears, in which 
youthful Fanities ſhew with all their Charms, and too 
often captivate the Sons of Men. But may the Death- 
bed Counſel be left ſealed for you, be your Preſervative. | 
Brot ber, I leave this as my laſt Advice unto you, if you 
** won d live eaſy and die happy, fear God; avoid idle 

« Drinking, Company, and likewiſe Wonen. 
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Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cqutum. ” | 


_ *Tis good and ſerious Advice, *Twas grounded upon 
forrowful Experience. It comes with peculiar Cir- 
cumflances of Solemnity to you; and onght to be as Sa- I. 
cred as Ml diſpatch'd from the other World. May it , 
be ever ſounding, in your Ears. Bind it about thy 
Neck; write it upon the Table of thine IT” 
en 
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HH TheDezvpicarron.! vit 
"When thou goeſt, it ſhall lead thee; when thou 
Wepeſt, it ſhall keep thee ; and when thou wakeſt, 

mall talk with thee. Slzyht not that part of bis 

Wpunſel, which in this adulterous and ſinful Generation 

ma defign'd, tho not to reclaim, yet to preſerve yout | 
Jon the evil Woman, from the Flattery of the Tongue © 
& a ſtrange Woman. Luft not after her Beauty in thy 

. Weart; neither let ber take thee with ber Eye-lids, 

Whoſo committeth Adultery with a Woman lacketh 
Vnderſtanding; he that doth it, deſtroyeth his own 

© Sul. A Wound and Diſhonour ſhall he get, and his 

0 Keproach ſhall not be wiped away. + $3506 

Dear Sir, T uſe great Plainneſs of Speech tow'rds 

r, yet bear with me a little. Twou'd have you not only 

moſt, but altogether ſuch as your Brother was, his 


1 mented Follies excepted. Di ſdain to bave it ſaid, in bins 

'» ly there was found ſome good Thing tow rds the Lord 

4 God of Iſrael, in the H-uſe of your Father. Call tw 
pd membrance the former Days, in which after they were 


Wuminated, your Anceflors endured a great Fight of 
Mi&ions ; partly whilſt they were made a gazing 
ock both by Reproaches and Afflictions; and parts 


ch & whilt they became Companions of them that 
<0 Seb uſed Sree: 2 
he Hor bright does the Self-demal of the Reverend Mr. Ed- 
VE: Ward and James Terry, ſhine in the Annals of Chriſtian 
10" me! Greenford and Miclemarſh are their Witneſſes, 


w much Faith and a good Conſcience were dearer in their 
Neem than the Mammon of Unrigteowſneſs. Jou have in 
Ni own Family a Cloud of Witneſſes encompaſing you | 
Pont, that do all ivite you to lay afide every Weight, and 
Fin that may moſt eaſily beſet you, and to run with Patt- 
ben We the ſame Race. Mr. Terry of Sutton, your pious . 
C1” FF and-father, and Mr. Terry of Shepliouſe, tho Mer of 
Sa- private Station a Name by Religion, rather to be choſen 
n great Riches. Not to mention your immediate Father, 
' Wentleman of ſuch an unblemiſhd and inoffenfive Life, be 
J almoſt incurr'd our Saviour s Woe, denounced 1 1 
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Feb a" all Men ſpeak well of. Emulate their Hin 
Fertiges. Prove Jour Deſcent from ſuch a Religions Stoc = 
by expteſſing the Image of your Fore fat bers Graces, - Def 
? te the” fawning Frbath of a flattering World. How 
n the Saupe that receive Honour one of another 
and ſeek not the Honour which cometh of God only 8 
Think it more to your Reputation. to Have it ſaid of thi 
Terrys, they were Zealots in Chriſtianity, and Sufterers f 
it, than all 156 Blazonry of Arms and large Revenues, t 
[dols that Men do worſhip. Let this be your bumble Bod 
Jon have the bonour to he allied unto ſuch as had Compalis 
of thoſe pho were in Bonds for Religion fake ; and wh 
tookjoyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods, 12 5 in e 
8 they bad in Heaven a better and an enduring Subſtance. F- 
Grace be with you and your dear Sifter Mercy a 
Frace from God the Father, and from our Lord Fe Jl 1 
Cris, in Truth aud Lobe. May you both be Veſſels un 
Honour, Jandified and meet for 15 Maſter's Uſe. and pr 
Pared unto every good Work. To this end flee You 1 
ru Lufts; and follow Righteouſneſs, Faith, Chari! 
and Peace with Tu Eu that call on the Lord of 
of a pure Heart. Remember Moſes, who when he w 
Con TO YtaRs, by Faith refuſed to be call 
the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter; chooſing rather to s u 
TER AT FTI ICT ION WITH THE PEOPLE Or Gol! 
than to enjoy the PI EASURES or SIN fora 8 
sR: eſteeming the RE DROAC Hef Cnr 1srT gret 
er Riches than the TR EASURESOf Ecryr; | 
he had a reſpect unto the Recompence of. the Rewa F 
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r I pardon thel Jeng th of f this Er E, and acc. 6 
ho as Token of the 10 Raſpet e . 
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ON I moſt Faithful Fllen, 
1 25 | wig and I Servant; 
; Sam, Fancoul 
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4 Bleſſed are they that do his Command- 

ments, that they may have Right to the 
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3 |. Tree of Life, and may enter in thro the 
Cates into the City. | 
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\ HE funeral Rites we ate now ſolemni- 
Zing, witneſs to that great Truth, Thot 
_ 3 for ever againſt Man, and be paſ> 
* ſeth: Thou changeſt his Countenance, 
1 and ſendeſt him away. Our Brother a- 

| las, is gone to his long Home, and the Mourners go a- 
bout the Street. And, behold, the Feet of them which 
have buried him, are eben at the Door, and ſhall carry 
3 thee out alſo: For know that God will e:e long bring 
FF thee to Death. and to the Houſe appointed for all I 
ving. So Man lie h down and riſeth not, till the Hea- 
ves be #0 moe, they ſhall not awake, nor be raifed out 
© of their Sleep. The | 5 | 
But then the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven 
with @ Shont,” with the Voice of the Archangel, avd with 
the Trump of God, and the Dead in Chriſt ſhall ariſe; nay, 
the Faithful which are alive and remain, ſhall be caught 
up together with them in the Clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the Air: So ſhall they ever be with the Lord. Where- 
fore let us comfort one another with theſe Words, con- 
cerning them which are aſleep in Feſus, leſt we ſorrow 
as thoſe that have no hope; A e Waen we remem- 


ou 


beer, that the Spirit; of juſt Men are made perfect at | 


( 20 * 


Death, and are the ſelf-ſame Day with Chriſt in Paradice. | J | 
2 ble Immortality that awaits Believers in the bo | 1 


Jeruſalem, was Matter of nuch Comfort to the De- 

eaſed y and what he deſired might be recommended 
from my Text, as a powerful Motive unto holy Obedi- 
ence. Where you have (f.) An important Truth laid 4 
down, They that do the Commandments of God are bleſſed. | 
(24h.) The weighty Reaſons allegded for the roof of | 
It, They habe a Right to the Tree of Life, and ſhall enter ip | 
thro the Gates into the City. 

The former conſiſts of two Parts; a. contains ( 70 F 
the Character of a pious Man, He is one that doththe Com- 1 
mandments of God : And (2dly J the Reward of his Ae, 3 
He is bleſſed. From the pious Man's Character you may F 
take Notice, 


Py 
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Firſt, T hat in- Religion we have ſomething to do as . 


well as to believe. The pious Man is one that doth the x 
Commandments of God. He that hears Chriſt's Sayings | \ 


and doth them, is the Wiſeman that builds upon a Rock, I 
Mat.” vii. 24. Shou'd we know God, yet if we obey not Y1 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord will be revealed 1 
from Hesven with his mighty Angels in flaming Fire 

to take Vengeance upon us. 2 Theſſal. i 1 N 8. Religion i 

is a pra#ical Thing: And in Reality they are rather, 15 
Atheiſts than Chriliany, who are ſatisfied with bare No- | Ja 
tions; without any ſerious Endeavours to form their 

Hearts and regulate their Lives according to them. What | 
is it that makes a Profeſſour ſuch a By-word amongſt Y 

the Prophane; but becauſe there are ſo many that take 

up vida naked Profeſion, with an Orthodox Creed, whilſt © 1 
their Lives are void of real Godlineſs, and of thoſe 11 
Chriſtian Graces that ſhould adorn their high Vocati- 
on? As there are Truths in Chriſtianit — to be 
believed; (hence ſays the Apoſtle, V7 x Faith © it is in- F 
poſſible to. pleaſe G04, Heb. xi. 6.) ſo there are Brecegte | t 
in a Chriſhuyity as neee to be obeyed... H 


418 i : wa 8 . ; 7 JE 


/ £0 | 

Second), What we have to do in Religion are the 
Commandments of God and not of Men. Bleſſed are they 
” i that do his Commandments. So far as our Fear towards 
God is taught by the Precepts of Men, i. e. fo far as 
J our Devotion is only of human Inftitution and Appoint- 
” 2 ment, we offer up vain Oblations In vain do they wor- 
1 ip me, teaching for Doctrines the Commandments of Men, 
. Mark vii. 7. I commanded them not, neither came it in- 
to my Heat, ſerem. vii. 35. So that not only what 
God hath forbid, but what he has not preſcribed, is as 
Wood, Hay and Stubble in his Service; and will turn 
) Fto the Loſs, not only of them who requize this ſtrange 
Fire at our Hands, but of us alſo who ofer it upon 
„ God's Altar. Ephraim is oppreſſed and broken in Fudg- 
J nent. Why * Becauſe he willingly walked after the Com- 

nandment, viz. of Feroboam to worſhip his Calves: 
3 Therefore will I be to Ephraim as a Moth, and to the 


© Houſe of Fudah as Rottenneſs, Hoſea v. 11, 12. A pious _ 


53 Man is one that walks by a Divine Rule, at leaſt in the 
k, Matters of his God, and dares not to add unto bis 
ot Words, left God ſhou'd reprove him, and he be found a 
ed Liar, Prov. xxx. 6. Ae 
re Thirdly, Tis the Concern of a pious Man to obey not 
N Ya Part only, but the whole of God's Commandments. 
T, Bleſſed are they that do his Commandments. Fhatever has 
O- Fa Divine Stamp to warrant it, appears to be a Command- 
Ir mandment that he charges his Soul with. Tis his Am- 
at bition and in ſome Goſpel Degree his Attainment, to be 
zt Frighteous before God, walking in all the Commandments 
ke fand Ordinances of the Lord, blameleſs, Luke i. 6. 
Iſt Hence (fays David) then ſhall I not be aſhamed, when 
fe FT have reſpect unto all thy Commandments, Pf. cxix. 6. 
ti- . The Hypocrite ſhews beſt by Parts. Take him in 
be Fome fingle Duty, and he ſhall ſhine bright; it may be, 
m- hall vie with a Saint of the firſt Magnitude. But 
pts then take him as to another Duty, and you ſhall find 
Shin miſerably defeQive, whilſt his Head ſwells, his 
IBteaſt is contrafed; Like a Child in the Rickets, his 


ly, EOS B 2 Growth | 


_ Growth is not uniform; what he gets in one Part, he 
loſes in another. But the pious Man ſhews beſt toge. 
ther. His Graces ſparkle moſt, when they are viewd 
zn Conftellations, each adding a Luſtre to its Fellow, | 
Holineſs, like a Thread of Gold, is woven into the # 
| bole Piece: The Change i: unive-ſal, all Things are &Þ 
become ew, altho* xothing is as yet pe, fe. He mayn't i 
bow ſo low to the Authority of ſune Precepts, as the Þ 
Hypocrite may ſeem to do; yet he does Obeyſance un- 
to all; and this makes him to tranſcend in Beauty. To 
have the Heart, the Life and Tongue, all caſting a re- Fi 
_ ſpr#ful Lock upon the Commandment, oh, how amia- 
ble is it! This makes the King's Daughter, or the i 
Church, tobe all glorious within, and her Garments to 
beef wrought Gold, as She is deſcribed, Eſ. xlv. 13. 
.  Fonrihly, The Obedience that's due unto God's Com- 
mandments, is not only an univerſal but a preſent Obe-'Þ 
dience. -Blefſed are they that do [not that have done, or p. 
that ſhall do, but that now do] bis Commandments © 


” kt 
The Ungodly, for hope, look either backward or for- n 
ward. Thai which keeps Comfort alive in their Breaſts, I 

that which is an Antidote againſt inward Deſpondence, n 
is either a R:fl-Fion upon what they formerly pere, or h 
the Proſpect of what they hereafter ſhall be. i 1! 
My Soul, ſays ſuch a One, the Time was. when thy y 
_ Conſcience was tender; when Sin was bateful; when W 
Duties were enteriaining ; when the Promiſes were preci- Mi 
ous; When the Threatnings were terrible; when Sal baths 3 
were a Delight, and Ordinances were ſweet unto thee. Þ 

Theſe halcion-days, its true, are paſt and gone; the 
Scene is changed, Yet, come, Soul, be of good chear; 

perhaps it is not the Death, but the Decay of Grace on- 

Iy: Hope thy Sins are forgiven thee notwithſtanding. ' 
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Or elſe, their Language 1s, Soul, the Time ſhall be, 1 

̃ĩt is approaching, it is at hand, when thy vain Life ſnall Þ! 
be reformed; when ſerious Thoughts and holy Pur po- 

fs ſhall take Place in my Heart, and a more regular to 

nverſation ſhall adorn my Life, A few indulgent in 
* 45; IE Ts Mo Embraces| | 


127 
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ne Embraces more, and then adieu, for ever adieu, my 
e- leareſt Idols. Conſcience, go thy wav for this Time, I 
"4 hall Hortly have a convenient Seaſon; and then I'll call 
w. #hee to reaſon of Righteouſneſs, Temperance and 
he Judgment to come. Thus the Ungodly Man, being 
re good (as he vainly fancies) either in paſt Expe, iences, or 
1't In future Purpoſes, he findeth Means to rock the pee- 
he fiſh Thing aſleep, and to keep all Things quiet in 
n- Sis Breaſt; ; . LE: Levy 

To Whereas this is the pious Man's Confolation, be doth 
re- be Commandments of God. He is nom, even now exerci⸗ 
ja - Wivg himſelf in this, to keep a Conſcience void of Of- 
he Fence, towards God and Man. Tho' in Times paſt He 
to ay have had his Converſation in the Luſts of the 
3. Fleſh, fulfilling the Deſires of the Flcſh and of the 
m- Mind; yet He is zow, thro Grace, enabled in ſome 
be- Pincerity to order his Converſation aright. To will is 
or reſent with him; and with his Mind he himſelf is now 


erving the Law of God. Tho! as to the Times to cone 


dy- She may fear, he ſhall one day fall by the Hands of his 


ſts, Fpiritual Enemies; that his own Heart will betray 
ce, him, the World inveigle him, or Satan prevail againſt 
or him: Tho he may be very anxiouſly thoughtful how 
ge ſhall bold out; yet this is his Encouragement, He is 
thy yet in his Maſter's Service, yet working in his Vineyard; 
gen Ws to the preſent Moment his Heart is panting after God, 
eci- Mis Hands axe fighting in his Cauſe. Y 
bt Sinner, tell me not what thou waft, nor what thou 
ice, pilt be, but what thou art, This muſt determine thy 
the tate bereafter, and ought to denominate thy Per ſor 
ar; How. The Citizens of Zion are ſuch as now do his Com- 
on- andments. 5 | 
Having thus ſpoke unto the Character of a pious Man, 
| be, come now to conſider the Reward of his Piety, He is 
hall Pleſſed. Bleſſed are they that do bis Commandments. 
po- Bleſſed | "Tis a great Word, and what of Merit is due 
1lar to none, fave to Him who is God over all, ge for ever- 
rent ore. Bleſſedneſs, tho pronounced of the holy Angels, 
ces ll 5 = C 18 


is nat of Debt, but of Grace. For is it any Pleaſure to thi 
"Almighty, that they are righteous ? or any Gain unto H im 
| [that they make their Way perfect? Job xxii. 3. The Star A 
ars not pure in bis Sight; and bis Angels he chargeth wit = 
Folly. Yet to the Praiſe of the Glory of hi Grace be g 
it ſpoken, amongſt thoſe who dwell in Houſes of Cay, i 
whole Foundation js in the Duſt, which are cruſhed be. In 
fore the Moth, and who deſerve nay ſeem to be deſtroyel f 
from Morning to Evening, Some he calleth bleſſed. © 
Now God 1s not a Man that he ſhou'd lie, neither thei 
Son of Man that he ſhou'd repent. Hath He faid it, and t] 
ſhall he not do it? Or, hath He ſpoken, and ſhall H: 
Not make it good? There is a Generation indeed, that th 
Jay, Come, cur ſe me Facob, and come. defie Iſrael. But who 
Hall curſe whom God hath not curſed? Or, who ſhall I 
defie whom the Lord hath not defied ? Behold, I haveWo 
received Commandment to ble ße, and he hath ble ſſed i. 
and none can reverſe it. Bleſſed are they that do hi 
_ Commandments The Lord ſhall bleſs them out cf Zi 
on — They and all they, They and only they, not on 
ly fall be, but are Bleſſed. © 4 
- Tf. They and all they that do his Commandments 
are bleſſed; of - whatſoever Kindred, Tongue, People 
or Nation they be in whatſoever Age of he World oft 
Condition of Life they live. Should'ſt thou be even 
as a Pelican of the Wilderneſs, or as a Sparrow on thr 
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Houſe top, alone in thy Obedience, (the whole World 
lying in Wickedneſs about thee) as it would, be no Dil 
minution to thine Honour, ſo neither any Obſtruction toy 
thy Happineſs, The great God wou'd fingle thee ont, 
wou d:mark thy Faithfalneſs,.and his Love wou'd not fail 
to reward thee. The Eyes of the Lord run to and fi 
thro-out the whole Earth, ſtrongly to hold with them] 
(for ſo it might be read) whoſe Heart is perfect to! 
wards Him, 2 Chron. xvi. 9. Noah and Lot, tho' alone it 
their Integrity, were not forgotten of God. Nay, to 
give Proof of thy Loyalty, when all about thee are i 
Rebellion; to have Courage to own Chriſt, * q 
"or1c 


KIA 


5 orld-to-a Man almoſt, is aſhamed of him, as it argues 


n Spirit more divinely Heroick, ſo it entitles thee to a 
Dir. hn To hi 
24h, They and only they that do his Commandments, 
Je bleſſed. There is no Peace, ſaith my God, unto the 
ay ic ked, Iſai. 1vii. 21. Be they never fo cloſely united 
Into the Godly here, yet there is no ſtealing to Heaven 
Inder the Shadow of their Wing, under the Protection 
their Piety. He whoſe Eyes are as a Flame of Fire, 
Fill ſurely fearch them out; will ſeparate them from 
he Sheep; will ſet them with the Goats on his left 
and; will ſpeak unto them in his Wrath, and ver 
em in his fore Difpleaſure ; will break them with a 
Jod of Iron, and daſh them in Pieces like a Potter's Veſ- 
I. For Tophet is ordained of old for ſuch, yea for all 
Norkers of Iniquity it is prepared: He bath made it des 
d large; the Pile thereof is Fire and much Wood, t 


Zi Iſaiah xxx. 33, Ke. 5 1 
on 3dly. They that do his Commandments not only Halt 


F, but are bleſſed, Their Happineſs is not ſo wholly 
ture Thing, but that they may be ſaid to be bleſſed 


nts 

ple preſent ; and that upon ſeveral Accounts, In as 
d orf@uch as, EF IS n E 
ven (1.) The Seeds of Bliſs are now ſown. Light is ſown 
ther the Righteous, and Gladneſs for the Upright in 
orl(Weart, Eſ. xcvii 18. Tho" the Righteous may appear 

; DiWike Clods of Earth, plough'd up, barrowed and broken 


Sith Aſfiction; yet the Graces they exerciſe in ſuch a 
out tate, are an incorruptible Seed, taking Root in their 
Hearts, and ſprouting up to Immortality and Life. As 

ll the Beauties of a Flower lie conched in a ſmall and un- 
W'gbtly Seed; ſo Grace, tho ſmall and uncomely now, 


x toy Is Glory in the Seed, as Glory is Grace full blown +, 
dei Then the pious Man goes forth weeping, he bears 
7, to 3 . | bi A 7 * e $44) 0 5 7 : J 
err 
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Freath of the Lord, like a Stream of Brimſtone, doth Ends 
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Tejoycing, bringing his. Sheaves with him. For a fe 
Seeds of Grace they ſow in this World, they hav 
 Sheaves of Glory in the other World. Their Graces ai 
not like Grains purged from its Chaff, and gathered i 
to its Garner, but like Seed that's ſown, that's caſt in 
good Ground, which ſhoots forth again with an abu 
, 7" 7 | SIE » 
_.. (2.) Their Head is aFually bleſfed, and that in thi 
Name. He is exalted to the right Hand of God, and ſis 
= oſſeſſed of all the Perfections and Glories of the Heavei 
y State, in the Per ſon of Believers. Who bath bleſſe 
2s with. all ſpiritual Bleflings in heavenly Places i 
_ Chrift Feſus, Eph. i. 3. Theſe Bleſſings are already b. 
Kow'd upon our Surety, and treaſured up in Him 1. 
whom all Fulneſs dwells ; and, this for the Righteon 
They are therefore ſzid to be riſen with Chriſt, Col. ii 
4. And they are reprefented as now raiſed up together 
and as ſitting together in heavenly Places in Chriſt Je 
fas. Eph. ii, 6. What is done unto our Lord for Belig 
vers is;, in the Account of God, done unto Believali. 
themſelves : And they are ſaid to be now inveſted wit, 
all the Bleſſedneſs which their Redeemer doth poſſcM- 
and inherit in their Stead. _ 5 
(3) They that do the Commandments of God mar 
be ſaid to be ub bleſſed, in that the ſacred Pledges of 
Bliſs is in their Hands. The Son and Spirit are actual] 
given them; and are as ſo many. Hoftages to ſtrei gie 
their Faith in the Expectation of Bleficdneſs, and thi 
more ſolemnly to bind the great God unto Performance 
Chr iſt muſt have died in vain, and the Holy Spirit nut 
have ſan#ified them in vain, if tuch as they. tall ſho: t oi 
Happineſs; ſincè the profeſſed Deſign oi both is thei 
eternal Salvation. The Apoſtle impfoves the Abaſef 
ment and Crucifixien of our bleſſed Saviour to this Puri 
poſe ; He that ſpared not his own Son, but delivered hin 
p for us all, how fhall he not with hint a!ſo freely give 1 
all Things? Rom. viii. 32. Thus, the Gift of tae Sp! 
18 | | 335 


t he calls the Eurneſt of their Inheritance, until the 
fei Redemption of the purchaſed Poſſeſſion, Eph. i. 14. 
= Now, is it ſuch a Paradox to call thoſe bleſſed, that 
have ſuch an Earneft to bind the Bargain; that 
: © have the Son and Spirit (as it were) depoſited in their 
un Hands; asa Security of their Plelſedneſ?? 
i .) Bleſſedneſs in the Frrſt-frurts thereof is what they 
XZ atally reap in this World, We have the Firſt- fruits 
1,8 of the Spirit, ſays Faul, Rom. viii. 23. The Fir- 
| 10 Tuits are always of the ſame kind with the Harveſt: Ss 
ror tbat if the Maſs'and the Lump be Bleſſedneſs, the Fir- 
g., fruits muſt be bleſſed alſo f. They now taſte that the Lord 
. is good; and drink of that River, the Streams whereof 
"1, make glad the City of God. Their Hope is called a 
2 5 0 Hope, Tit. ii. 13. Bleſſedneſs is not only the Ob- 


e Peck of their Hope, but their Hope it ſelf placed upon ſuch 
11 an Object imparts a kind of Bleſſedneſs unto the Belie- 
hell ver. In whom, ſaith the Apoſtle, tho' now ye ſee him not, 
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Glory, 1 Pet. i. 8. Sometimes the Believer attains to a 
full 4ffurance of Hope, unto a Hope that flowers up (as 
one comments upon the Words) unto ſuch a Certainty, as 
wy to have no mix ture of Fear or Doubt in the Compoſition : 
mean Hope that leaves him as ſure of the heavenly In- 
Wheritance as if the Rever fou was already in actual Poſ- 
Weſhon. , The Object of which Hope does yet fo far 
Exceed their utmoſt Expectation, that the Accompliſh- 
ent of their Hope (adds the ſame Author) ſhall ſtill 
ave the ſweet Reliſh of Snrprize and Vonder to re- 
.... F 
And thus much for the firſt Branch of my Text, the 
Important Truth laid down, They that do the Command- 
nents of God are bleſſed. 1 come now to conſider, 


* Secondly, The weighty Reaſons alledged for the 
= roof of it. They have a Right to the Tree of Life, 
r. nd ſhall enter in thro' the Gates into the City. 

he — — 
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et believing, ye rejoyce with Foy unſpeakable and full of — 
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Here, we muſt not imagin, that our Obedience doch 
merit this Happineſs? *< What proportion is there be- 
FI twixt a Cup of cold Vater given to a Diſciple of 
Chriſt, and that Occan of everlaſting Foy and P ea ſure 
© which ſhall be the Reward of it? How can that 
Obedience, which we perform only by the gratuitous 
Atliftances:of God, be ſaid with any Propriety to merit | 
a Reward from God? Faith, the the Root of all genuine 
Obedience, is not of our Klver, it is the Gift of God, 
Eph. 11. 9. Beſides, there is ſucha Mixture of Sin and . 
Folly in our beſt Services, that much Incenſe is needful 
to make them a ſweet Smelling Savour to God. Nay, 
were we able to tender a perfe& Sacrifice, to do all thoſe 


|. T 
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things that are commandled us, we muſt own notwith- 
ſtanding we are unprofitable Servants, we have only done 
that which was our Duty to do, Luke. xvii..x. So that . 
our Obedience rather evidences than gives a Right unto} 
this Bleſſedneſs; our Works are as ſo many Deeds to , 
__ prove the Right which we have to eternal Life, thro | 
_ Chriſt's Purchaſe and God's free Donation? They are not 
the Cauſe of our Fuſtification, but the Reaſon why God de- FP 
clares us Juftified: As the Deeds which I produce are thi 
Rea ſon why an Eſtate is adjudged mine, tho the Cauſe of n) 
Title to it be either my own Purchaſe, or anot bers Gift .. 
Iherefore when it is ſaid, Bl-ſſed are they that do Lu 
Commandments, that they may have right to the Tree of Life, 
and may enter in, &c. I take the meaning to be thus, 
Buy this they appear to be indeed blefſcd, in that they 
have a Right. &c. We have a like Mode of Expreſi- 
on in the xiv ch. 13. v. I heard (ſays John) a voice fron 
Heaven, ſaying, write, Bleſſed are the Dead, which die in| 
the Lord, from henceforth, yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they! 
may reſt from their Labours, and their Works do follou 
them. i. e. This is an Evidence and a Þ, oof of thei. 
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Ble ſſed- 


| PII in that ey reſt from their Labours, and 
their Works do follow them. 
To have a Right without the Enjoyment, or to have 
e Enjoyment without a Right. would either of them be 
Fan Abatement in our B'eſſedneſs. But that which 
Fcrowns the pious Man's Felici'y, is, That Right and 
Enjoyment both do happily meet in him— 
J Firft, They that do the Commandments of God ap- 
1 pear to be bleſſed, in that they have a Right unto the 
1 ree of Life. 

1. They have a Right unto that Life and Immortality, 
dvhich the Tree of Life in Paradiſe was a Seal and Pledge 
F pf. Adam in Innocence had Life, but not Immortality: 
4 The Devils in their State of Apoſtacy have Immortali- 
ty, but not Life. They cannot die, and yet they do 
Mot live. They are doomed to have their part in that 


0 
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1% Lake which burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, which is 
__ the ſecond Death. My fterious Fire! whoſe Property 1 
«ot always to torture, but never to kill; or always to kill, 
d oi pit ever to conſume. 

the But they that do the Commandments of God have 
n Like and Immortality both, are not only bappy, but 
, Pappy for ever. God wipes away all Tears from their Eyes, 
| Lil ind there is nd more Death, neither Sorrow nor crying, nei- 
17 ber ſhall there be any more pain; for the former things are 
nus Palſed away, Rev. xxi. 4. 

hey 2. They have a Right unto Chriſt Fe ſus, the Root and 
ef A he Branch of David, the true Vine, that ever lives him- 
col elf, and gives eternal Life unto all that are united to 
ie in nim. They that do God's Commandments have a Right 
they 18 this Tree of Life, and to tafte its Fruits. 

low o ſee this Tree of Life, to behold Chriſt, not thro' a 


. Glaſs darkly, but Face to Face; to ſee him as he he is, 
John 111. 2. They ſhall one Day view their Saviour 
all his Olbsier; all the fulneſs of the Godbead, which 
wells in him bodily, ſhall according to their Meaſure 
Eving, ſhane * them; and they behold 
2 th AS > 
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12 rcling Myriads of admiring Angels tuning ever- | 
laſting Hallelujahs GREY TS, 1 

5 tafte its Fruits. To him that overcometh, will 1 & 
Slve to eat of the Tree of Life, which is in the midſt . 
of the Paradiſe of God, Rev. il. 7. even of that Tree f. 
which bears Twelve manner of Fruits, which yieldeth Þ 
her Fruit every Month; and whoſe Leaves are for the 
bealing of the Nations. Whilſt Cherubims and a flam- 
ing Sword which turneth every Way, are placed to keep 
the Way of the Tree of Life from Sinners, leſt they 
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ut forth their Hand, take of it, eat and live for ever; 
he Righteons they are invited to fit under its Shadow © 
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with great Delight; and its Fruit is ſweet unto their 
Taſte. A Voice ſays unto them, Eat, O- Friends, drink ® 
yea, drink abundantly, O' Beloved, even of this pure River F 
of Water of Life, clear as Chryſtal, proceeding out of the l 
Throne of God and of the Lamb, Rev. xxii. 1. + _ 3 

Secondly, They that do the Commandments of God . 
appear to be bleſſed, not barely conſider'd as having 2 
Right to Bliſs, but as thoſe that ſhall enjoy their Right. 
They ſhall enter in, thro the Gates, into the 44 3 1 
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give unto them eternal Life, and they ſhall never periſh, nei- 
tber ſhall. any Man pluck them out of my Hand. My Fa- 
ther which gave them me, is greater than all; and no Man is Pl 
able to pluck them out of my Fat bers Hand. Tand my Fa- 
ther are O N . John x. 2 29, 30. You may obſerve 4 WH, 
that in this Branch of the Deſcription their Bleſſedneſs r 
3s ſet forth partly by the Flace they ſhall,enter into, tis t 
à City; and partly by the Vay in which, they ſhall enter e 
into it, thro the Gates. That they may enter in, thro the In, 
Gates into the Gity, ß. TRE HIER / 
1. The Place they ſhall enter into, is a City, viz. the Wo 
New FJeruſalem, that Holy City, the City of the living e 
God, into which no unclean Thing ſhall enter: Called 2 $1 
City an reſpect of its Magnificent Building, comely Or- pl 
der, and invincible Strength. It is a City that hath} 
Foundations, who's Builder and Maker is God, Heb. xi. 
10, The Walls of it are great and bigh, Rev. xxi. 5 * 
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| (33 F” e 
alls are for Wen the higher the WV. all, the greater 
be Defence. God's nipptence i is 4% Wall, and will be 
In invincyble Bulwork about bis Saints in Heaven. No- 
4 Thing Aal ache them, i hall offend them 
there.“ | 
2. The Way i in which they mall enter into this City, 
; thro} the Gates. Now 9 0 — by the Gates in my 
Text be meant the Doctrines of the Goſpel preached by 
pe Apoſtles, or the Purity recommended by thoſe Doc- 
3 rines, it is not material to determine: It ſtill amounts 
3 unto this, That except a Man be born again, be born from 
Hove, be cannot ſee the Sum of God; Who ever finds 
1 Admittance there, muſt enter in thro' the ſtrait Gate of 
Folineſi. Heaven therefore 1s called the Hol Feru ſa- 
er En, to ſhew that Sanity is the ſpecial Qualification of 
e In its Inhabitants. And this is ſo far from being a Di- 
Finution of their Bleſſedneſs, that it greatly recom- 
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to theſe Regions is holy, they are let into a . in- 


TY pmate Communion with the Fountain of Bliſs, 
id heir Holineſs becomes a real Part of their Bleſſednefs. 
Mo 4 he very. Exerciſe of their Graces, when free from Im- 


ba- Perfection, and having ſuch a glorious King for their 
. i © his, have a ſort of Beatitude wrought into them. 
What Delight muſt ariſe from the Contemplation of in- 
Piite Tur fedtion; where there is ſuch a grateful Variety 
r the Entertainment of their intellectual Eye! What 
atisfadion muſt ſpring from the Admiration of infinite 
panty; where all that's amiable and endearing meets 
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the nd centers! What Foy muſt flow from a conſcious Inter- 
in infinite and unchangeable Goodneſs; where their 
ge oft enlarged, and boundleſs Deſires bath and ſolace 
ing Remſelves in a Sea of Divine Pleaſures! 1 
& 2 Now, that you may the better conceive, how unſpeal 
Or- ly happy th ſe are, who enter into > the rr * Wr 
ath = 8 34} ir 
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nends it: For being holy as He who hath called them 5 


. irq ) - 
| neing God; all may be the more powerfully excite 
unto that Gofpel Obedience che Gate, thro which wel 
muſt all enter; give me leave to remind yon f ſome $ 
of the more affecting Things, that Fobn, in his Viſion of Þ' 
Palm-hearers, had preſented to him, when this great F". 
City was anveil? d before him, Rev. vii. 9, v. ) KK. 
The ft Thing that truck him with Aftoniſhment A 
and agreeably ſurprized his wondring Eye, was thel 
vaſt Number of the "Bleſſed. T beheld, ſays he, and lo ! 
$8 a Note of Admiration) 16, what? why a great 275. 3 
rude which no Man tou d Number Fohn was ſeparated? 
from his Brethren, an Exile in the Ifle of Puthivg had 
few if any Companions in his State of Pilgrimage: 
This Solitude was melancholy; it mafe Religion look þ 
Jingular and contemptible; the World hooted at it as} 
preciſe Folly; he wanted the Encouragement of pions 
Examples to animate him in his Chriſtian Courſe. Bus 
this viſi lonary View of Heaven was a ſeaſonable Relief 
unto his Spirits. Religion, John ſaw, was in Faſhion 
there ; a great Multitude had eſpouſed i it. He faw ten 
thouſand Times ten thouſand, and thouſands of thou- 
ſands ſerving and praiſing the ſame God. Heaven's Re- 
gions are crouded with Adorers; the Number is too 
great for the Pen of Mortal to caſt up. The Evan 
geliſt beheld there, the Spiritual Seed of Abraham mul 
fiphed as the Stars of Heaven, and as the Sand upon . 
the Sea Shore innumerable. © 3 
The Saints in this World Rand bars and there, a8 Gl | 
many Beacons ; the narrow Path lies unf equented; 
But when the Believer ſhunts his f-/bly Eyes upon this 
Scene of Sin and Woe, and his Soul doth enter into} 
that great City, how amazed i is he to {ee the Courts off 
Heaven ſo thronged with bleſſed Saints, with the Spi- 
-rits of - juſt Men made perfect, that once were fgbing 
and ſinni ug with him below! And how tranſporting mult 
it be, after he hath breathed out in ſwetty Groans his 
mortal Life, to find of a ſudden his Soul ſurrounded with] 
numbe) leſs Hoſts of ſinleſs Brethren, that make Heaven 
SHALTLL | : | | n to; 
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a1 o ring with their lond Shouts of Foy ; congratulating +4 4 


if werlaſting Harmony To find them with endearing 

of Pniles taking his Soul into their ſweet Embraces, and 

a Frith immortal Vigour' in their Countenances inviting 
bim to ſuch Friendſhip and Society as knows no 
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2dly, The next Thing that he obſerved with Ad- 


( iration, was the great Variety of thoſe that were 
i. Wedeemed unto God by the Blood of the Lamb. 


e This great Multitude, which no Man cou'd number, 
ad e, e of all Nations and Kindreds, and People and Jonguet, 
„ all Nations.) Heaven is not peopled with the Ho- 
*& Patriarchs and their natu/ al Seed only. Tho' Sal- 
dus Lation was of the Jews, yet it was not confined to 
gu Rhe Jews... The Scripture fore ſeeing that God won'd juſtify 


** 


lief e Heathen 2% Faith, preached before the Goſpel unto 
Wbrabam, ſaying, in thee ſhall all Nations be bleſſed. Gal, 
i. 8. John beheld, and lo, not only Jews but Gentiles 
Iſo, which came from the Eaſt, and from the Weſt, 
Fon the North and from the South (directed thither by 
he quickniug Rays of Evangelick Light) fate down 


aol 1th, Abraham, Iſaac and Facob in the Kingdom of God. 
un. Not only ſome of all Nations, _ a 


But of all Kindreds allo, Jobn ſaw hymning the 
Frailes of God in this great City. Heaven is not en- 
Filed upon ſingle Families; God hath Mercy on whom 


..1 We will have Mercy; chuſes ſome out of one Famil 
ted 14 f . o 18 
thihd ſome out of another Family: So that in the Meſſi- 


©, the Seet of Abraham, all the Families of the Earth 
ther are or Wall be bleſſed, Gen: xii. 3. The little 
Piſtinctions of Kindred are loſt above: and all petty _ 
Y<!ations amongſt the Saints below, are ſwallowed up 


multi that of the Lamb's Bride, of whom the Families of 
'« his eaven and Earth are named. How ſurpriſing muſt it 
with to the Apoſtle, to obſerve ſuch Families, which 


;Femed to be the Off. ſcouring of the World for Hear-- 
3 : os — * ; 


his Arrival in thoſe: peaceful Regions, where there is 


. Cy. 


ire. or Vichedue ſi; or which were caſt aſide into ſome re - 
mote and dark Corners of the Univerſe, as if abandon . 
ed and forfaken of God as well as Man; (to obſervy - 
theſe) renowned for many Saints in * that de 
ſcended from them; 2nd how Adam's Poſterity, in th 
ſeveral Branches thereof, is more or lefs, fit or la 
pregnant with the Heirs of Salvation, ſan'l, helps wi 
make up the general Aſſembly of the Church of the 
eee 
Nay, not only a great Multitude of all Nations an- 
Families, but of all People and Tongues too do join to mau 
up that celeſtial Quire. The common Pepple, , th 
illiterate Vulgar, thoſe that were of weak Capacitic 
and ſmall Attainments here ſhall bear their Part wit! 
them that were skill'd in Languages, and had th 
Tongue of the Learned, in heavenly Anthems. Ou 
of the Month of Babes and Sucklings, thou, O Lord 
haſt perfected Praiſe. The Inhabitants of that Cit 
will (in a manner) conſiſt of what this World call 
fooliſh and weak; of the Things that are baſt and 
deſpiſed : For not many wiſe Men after the Fleſh, * no 
many mighty, not many noble are called. The Myſt 
ries of the Kingdom are moſtly hid from the wiſe and 
. prudent, and revealed unto Babes---O' amazing Vari 
ety, when Greek and Jew, when Circumciſion and 
Uncircumciſion, Barbarian, Scythian, Bond and Fre 
ſhall all meet, and with one Tongue and one Heal 
tune in-everlaſting Melody Hallelujahs to their God! 
Zaly, The Place and Poſture of this great Multitud( 
were what St. John did next obſerve, in his viſionar! 
Proſpect of that great City. They ſtoolß before ti 
Throne aud before the Lamb. e 
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A Throne is the very Quinteſcence of Grandeu 
Pomp and Majeſty. Where God's Throne is raiſed, ther 
has Glories in their Meridian Brightneſs ſhine forth 
He lays open his infinite Treaſures; unveils his match 

leſs Perfections, cloths himſelf with Honour and wit! 

Majeſty, and covers himſelf with Light as with a Ga 

wr men 


i 


10 


ment. The Magnificence of his Throne may be 
gueſſed at by the Beauty and State of the great 
City, the holy Jeruſalem, where it ſtands. The 
building of her Walls is of Jaſper, and the City /is © 
pure Gold like unto clear Glaſs z; the Foundations 

are garniſhed with all Manner of precious Stones, 
here there are Twelve Gates; and theſe Gates 


the are Twelve Pearls, every ſeveral Gate of one 


pearl, and the Street of the City is pure Gold, 
Jas it were tranſparent Glaſs. If the City be fo 
glorious, how dazling then muſt the Throne it 
elf be! Bright enough to eclipſe all the ſtarry 
Worlds around it. The City therefore, we are 
told, has no need of the Sun nor of the Moon 
to ſhine in it; the Glory of God enlightning 
it, and the Lamb being the Light thereof, Rev. 
23. 3 
What ei enobling Priviledge muſt it be, for 
this innumerable Hoſt of Adorers (not one ex- 
Weepted) to be admitted into that Paradice of Bliſs; 


and | 
-rioYand to be ſet before the Throne and before the 


Lamb, that they might have a near and full 
View of the Glory of God, in the Face of ſeſus 
cChriſt, under the Character of a reconciled Fa- 
Wther. To ſtand gazing there with rapturous De- 
isbt and Love, upon ſuch an Object; and to be e- 
rernally buſy, without Intermiiſion or Wearineſs, in 
curious Searches into the unfathomable Depths of the 
Divine Perfections, O' what an Entertainment is 


But whence is it, that they who were once at 


ſuch a woful Diſtance from God, come o have their 


jeu tation ſo near? f hat his Throne is not a cenſu- 
thenning Fire unto them? Or, how cen they gaze 
ort pon that King of Glory, whoſe Laws they once 


o wickedly deſpiſed, without eternal « ovfuſtion 
ind Shame? O, this is their Safety and their 
-omfort, Their ſtanding is not only before the 
12 | D Throne, 
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18 alive, and liveth 


They ſee [uftice completely 
by Chriſt's Blood, and his Heart warmly 


And here they fand, not in an ma@ive Poſture, # 


to ſhew that 


They are as quick as Lightning, in Services 


Athly, The Habit of thoſe cm Addon; 


was another Thing, 


(J. 


Lbeß were cloathed with white Robes. And 


white Robes were given to every one of them, 
Rev. V1. I T. 8 


Here below the Saint is many Tones anxious, not | 


only what he ſhalleat, and what he ſhall drink, but 
where withal he ſhall be cloathed; but the Saints be- 
ing once cloathed upon with their Houſe which! 18 
from Heaven, ſhall ueber be found naked more. 
Raiment provided for them above ſhall not wax old 
like a Garment, nor be folded up az a Veſture and] 
changed; but being 1 woven in celeſtial Looms, ſhall | 
e them * the Spring Wich a never gang 
Verduré. 


The 


11 Chrome, biit before the Lakhs: The Lamb that| 
was dead, dead for their Sins, 
for evermore at the right Hand of God, 
cede for them. The Lamb is ever at Hand to pleat 
the Atonement, and to remind the Father of his 
eternal Covenant. 
fatisfied 
efpouſing their Cauſe; and they are bold to enter 
Into the Preſence of the Holieſt by the Blood of 1 
fus, Heb. x. 16. 


bat prepared to execute God's High Con: manis 
They ever fland before the Throne, 
immortal Vigour moves in their Veins, and that 
they are always waiting and active in his Preſence. 4 | 
Tho' here the Weary are at ret, yet it is from # 
FWearineſs, and not from Employment. The Angels 
themſelves are miniſtring Spirits, they are a Flame of 

ire 
ſuitable to that heavenly State, and which It is 
Beatitude to perform. 


8 


that Fobn beheld with Won-|| 1 
der, when this Holy City was unveiled. They were 
all cloathed with white Robe; and bad Palms in che, 
Hands. 


1 


ney wg — — — =" 


to inter- 


— 


% . 
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| Für 

O, their Dign'ty and Hononr : rie were clad in 
v» bite; Hence Herod arrayed our bleſſed Saviour in 
| | gorgeons or white Apparel, who declared himſelf a 
er 157 85 and the Prieſts were cloathed with Garments 
e- of the ſame Colour. So that the Saints are Kings 
4 and Prieſts unto God, moſt precious in his Eſteem, 
| and treated as ſo many Sovereigns, with royal State 
i and Magnificence, vaſtly ſurpaſſing what Solomon in 
all his Glory knew. 
4 < Of their Purity: All Scars :nd Marks of Infamy 
de. are for ever wiped away in Heaven: They are as 
"mM 1 
els 


of Þ 


"es 


9 5 . 
* 4 
. GM 


& preſented unto him a glorious Church, not having 
Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing; but are 1. 
and without Blame before him in Love. 


= Of their Foy : He that overcometh, theſame ſhall 

be cloathed in whi e Raiment, Rev. 411.5. Not ha- 
__ ving ſtained their Garments with reigning Wicked- 
51 neſs in this World, they ſhall walk with Chriſt in 
ere vhite above; for they are worthy, They ſhall en- 


ter into the Joy of their Lord, this Joy being too 
Igceat to enter into them. 


nd 4 | f the Righteouſneſs that ed ew - He path 
em, vered me with the Robe of Righteouſneſs, Iſai. Ixi. 

10. Their Saviour hath wrought out au everlaſting 
not! Ls hcenf. ef; for them, ſuch as will ever hide their 
but Fins from the reſenting Views of Juſtice. This is 


be-MWthat white Raiment we are counſelled to buy of him, 


h is that the Shame of our Nakedneſs may not appear, 


The The Saints above have waſhed their Kobes, and 
have made them white in the Blood of the Lamb, 
| IR how pure and ſpotleſs muſt theſe Robes be! 
Eren like unto that of our Redeemer's at his Tranſ- 
figuratzon, White as the Light and ſhining, ex- 

D2 Ferag 


the ſinleſs Angels in the Preſence of God; are all 


EIS 


1 erdere- They ſhall be cloathed with white Abe, al 
I | as an Emblem of their Dignity, their Purity, thein 4h 
A of that Righteouſneſs which ſhall adorn * * 


2 
7 


ceeding white as Snow, ſo as no Fuller on Earth 
can white the. 5 | 1: 
..) They were not only cloathed in white Robes, i 
but had Palms in their Hands too. Theſe are Em. 
blems of Victory, and ſhew that the Saints do ſtand i 
as Conquerors before the Throne. None enter thoſe 
happy Regions, but ſuch as were Combatants in Hea- 
ven's Wars; nay, that not only fought, but over- 
came alſo. The Soul that faints in the Day of Battle, 
ſhall never ſtand in the Congregation of the Righte- 
ons. They alone, who are vicforigus, {hall reign 


with Chriſt in Glory. Every Worſhipper before 
this Throne has a Palm in his Hand, denoting nat "# 
only his Conflict with Sin, with the World and Sa- 
tan, but that thro' Faith he overcame alſo, The 
Law in the Believer's Members frequently makes 
War againſt the Law of his Mind, and brings him 
into Captivityato the Law of Sin, which is in his 
| Members, ſoas to cauſe him ſometimes in an Agony, Wt 
to cry out. O' wretched Man that I am, who ſhall de- p. 
liner me from the Body of this Death! The Conteſt} 

with his ſpiritual Adverſaries is frequent and ſharp. i 
But thro' Grace he rallies again, lavs hold upon e 
wverlaſting' Strength, and Champion-like he ſlays his“ 


Fe 


| 
Enemies, wins the Day, and aſcends Triumphant; Wl 
and as a Token of a complete and eternal Vi#ory, 
bears before the Throne and the Lamb, a Falm in 
his Hand, as one for ever xaiſed above the Aſſaults n 
of his deadly Foes, and the Hazards of War. f 
Ftbly, What offered it ſelf next to the Apoſtle's 
wondrous Obſervation was the triumphant Song, this 
enrobed Multitude of Palm- bearers tuned to the Fa- 
ther and the Son. They cried with a loud Voice, ſay} 
ing, SALV ATION to our God which ſitteth upon the 
Throne, and to the Lamb, 10. v. „ 
Salvation is an amazing Thing, whether You con- 
ſider the Subject of it, rebel Man; the Author off 
it, the Son of God; the Price it coſt, the Blood off 
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the 


th the Lamb; the Evils it delivers from, Sin, Satan; 

Meath and Hell; or the poſitive Favours it doth con- 
es, Wain, Purity, Life, and Immortality! It is in all its 
m- Parts ſo aſtoniſhing, that Eternity is but enough to 
nd Wurvey the comprehenſive Bleſſings thereof. Yet this 
'fe Ws. the noble Theme that buſies the Thoughts, and em- 
:a- ploys the Tongues of that vaſt Aſſembly. Salvation, 
r- Hot in the diſfant Proſpects, or in the ſmall fore- 
le, Maſts thereof, but jn its actual and full Poſſeſſion, is 


7 


e- the Subject of their Contemplation and Praiſe. 
gn Theſe bleſſed Palm-bearers, clad in white, do in 
Tre Fapturous and grateful Songs exalt the Riches of that 
at Povereign Love, which crowns them with ſuch an 
da · Rxceeding great and eternal Weight of Glory. The 
he Paints above, in tuneful Hallelujahs are, Day and 
Night, warbling ſweet Notes of Praiſe, ſaying, Not 


1 
PO 
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K 
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2 


im to us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy Name be 
his be Glory. There, in Joly Shouts and loud Melody, 
ny, Wuch as makes Heaven's high Arch to ring, they 
de- pour out their Souls, and cry, SALVATION unto our 


od, who ſit teth apay the Throne, and unto the Lamb 


rp. 6thly, Jobn beheld, and lo alſo, an innumerable 
ne- Tompany of Angelick Spirits, joining in this tri- 
his pmphant Gratulation with their loud Amen. And 


il the Angel; ſtood round about the Throne, and about 
Je Elders, and the four Beaſts, and fell before the 
Hbyone on their Faces, and worſhipped God, ſaying, A- 
Wen. Of theſe four Beaſts, the Firſt was like a Lion, 
Ihe Second like a Calf, the Third had a Face as a 


e's Man, and the Fourth was like a flying Eagle. Com 
this hentators underſtand by them the four Evangeliſts 


Wn ſpecial, or all Goſpel Miniſters in general; who 
Nught to have the Courage of a Lion, the Strength of 
In Ox for Labour and Patience, the Face of a Mar 
r Prudence in Church Affairs, and the Eye of an 
Fasle for deep Inſight into Goſpel Myſteries. Theſe 
W:th the Twenty-four Elders, i. e. with the whole 
Pody of private Chriſtians, reſt neither Day nor 

—— e 


Sas ( 22 ) 
Night, ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almi 
ty, vhich was and js, and is to come. "12 
Nou to grace the Solemnity and to give an Accenyl 
unto their Praiſes, all the Angels of Heaven (as well 
Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones, Dominations, ViriueX 
Powers, Principalities and Arch-Angels, as those 
of a lower Rank) John ſaw incircling the ſan 
Throne, and the Saints alſo (whoſe Station is neare 
the Lamb) with there lofty Hallelujahs, 11, 1 2— 
Selvationis the Bong of Angel as well as Men. The 
Joy at the Converſion of a Sinner, and triumph a 
the Glorification of the Saints---Unto whom Chriii 
Jeſus is an Head of Confirmation, as he is unto us ai 


5 f 2 
BI 


Jead of Redemption. - 3300 J 
And here it is obſervable, that an Amen will no 
ſatisfy them: They not only aſſent unto what way 
Taid by the Church, but add much more of their o 
according to their greater Meaſures of Knowledge 
and Fervency of Love, ſaying, Bleſing, and Glory, an 
Wiſdom, and Thankſgiving,. and Honour, and Power 
and Might be unto our God for ever .and ever.---12, vi 
Thus they heap up Words to ſhew, that Angel 
themſelves want Terms to expreſs the Glories wor; 
thy to be aſcribed unto the moſt High. O' wha 
Beatitude muſt this be, to bear an eternal Part wich 
that heavenly Quire, and to be hymning for eve 
theſe high Praiſes, before the Throne of God and 
oi , a Wo 
Lai, to complete the Deſcription of this greal 
City, or of that bliſsful State above, John is told in 
Viſion, They ſhall Hunger no more, neither Thirſt ar 
more, neither fhall the Fun light on them, nor any Heat 
for the Lamb which is in the midſt of the Throne ſal 
feed them, and ſhall lead them nnto»living Fountains « 

aters : And God ſball wipe away all Tears from thei 
Eyes. 16, 17. v. There is in Heaven a perpetua 
Freedom from all Evil, and an everlaſting ſupply o 
all good. As to the former, we are told, (½ Thi 


ne Saints ſhall hnuger no more, neither thirft any more. 
En Heaven the Wants of the Saints are not only 
upped, but removed; and this, not for a Seafon only, 
Put for ever, of whatſoever kind and degree their 
Wants may be. There the Bleſſed ſhall have not 
0Snly to ſatisfy their Hunger, but before they Hunger; 

Pot only to quench their thirſt, but to prevent it. 
re hatever the Saint can crave, he enjoys as ſoon as he 
Jan craveit. He has an immortal Appetite,that he might 
e ave the quickeſt and the moſt laſting Reliſh; but the 
a njoyment is ſo ſudden and inſtantaneous, there is no 
oom for Uneaſineſs or Pain, from the Abſence of 
he Object. (5dly,) we are told alſo, That the Sun 
ll not light on them, nor any Heat. The fiery Tri- 
Ws that exerciſe them in this World, ſhall ceaſe for 


Wader. Affliction, of whatſoever Shape and Meaſure, 
7" Shall diſturb them no more. When the Crown is put 
dg pon their Heads, the Croſs ſhall be taken from off 
ane ir Shoulders, particularly, the Scorching Heat of 


Werfecution they are expoſed to here, ſhall neither 
WW ict nor affect them there. There the Wicked ceaſe 
Jon troubling, there the Weary are at Reſt. Theſe are 
ey that are come out of their Tribulation, never to 
ter into 1t more, All Events will be ſmooth and 
W oſperous; Eternity will not afford one croſs Acci- 
nt. Neither Pain, nor Loſs, nor Shame can ariſe 
Heaven, to interrupt their everlaſting Peace. 
e Sun ſhall not Light upon them, nor any Heat; fo 


preaat Diſquietude, tho' in the leaſt Degree, is una- 
id ige to moleſt theſe happy Realms. (3dly,) God ſhall 
ane away all Tears from their Eyes. As the Cauſes of 
Jeat rief ſnall ceaſe, ſo the Expreſſions of Grief ſhall 
: ſbaWtaſe with them. A Groan, a Sigh, a lowring Look, 
71 a ſilent Tear, fhall never be heard or ſeen in the 


radice above; There ſhall be an everlaſting Calm 


etna the Spirits, and Serenity in the Countenance of eve- 
ly Of Saint about God's Throne. All that which can de- 


JÞ3 


1 their Anxiety, whether it relate to God or to the 


Saints, 
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that which is good, even Goodneſs it felf; and their 


(24) 


Saints, hall appear in ſuch deep Safety, and be crown 
ed with ſuch a Bloom of Proſperity, there ſhall be nl 
room to wring out a ſingle Tear to eter nal Ages: Butf 
their Eyes ſhall expreſs full and everflowing Jo 
ſparkling with Rays of immortal Glory. 

As there is in Heaven a perpetual Freedom fran 
all Evil; ſo an everlaſting * ty of all good. For 
the Lamb which is in the midſt of the Drone ſhall feel 4 
them, and ſhall lead them on Going Fountains of Wa 
ters. Here is Honour and Bliſs indeed! To be fel: 
by the Lamb of God, and this, not in a State of AM : 
baſement, but as ſeated upon a Throne, in the midi ; 

| 
2 


Wb => 


of his Father's Throne 4 
Hell give them Food with his own Hand, Hes I 
venly Manna, divinely prepared, even his Fleſh;Z 
which 1s Meat indeed. His own Fulneſs ſhall ſup 
ply them; they ſhall Feaſt (if I may ſo expreſs it) 
upon the King of Glory himſelf. The green Paſ# 
tures they ſhall for eyer lye down in, are no other} 
than his own infinite Beatitudes. Thus they eat 


Souls delight themſelves in Fatneſs. : 

Here is Honour and Bliſs indeed! For "op whol 
is the brightneſs of the Father's Glory, to walk inl 
all his hezvenly Robes of State, ſuch as dazle An. 
gels to behold, with his Br ide in his Hand, deck 
ed with all her full grown and Heaven-born Graces; 10 
and to lead her beſides the fill Waters, even to livy 
ing Fountains of Waters, that ſhe might drink in 
divine and endleſs Pleaſures ! O, to be invited, to 
be conducted to ſuch Wells of Salvation; to be led 
to the very Fountain it ſelf, nay, to have all tha 
Fountains opened, that the Saint may ſatiate himſelf 
with infinite varietyz to bath in living Fountain, 
Fountains of Nectar, that never fail, that communi 
cate living Joys, ſuch as animate every Faculty with 
vital Bliſs, like to that which the Lord of Life en 


Joys z t to be led unto God himſelf, ond (as it were in 
1 10 


ſit 


1 tf 


s a Motive to Goſj del Obedience. 


he righteous are and enjoy above. 
f Heaven are by mortal Man unſpcakable 3 ſuch as 


: bey ſhall enter into this City. 


\ 2 T% %\, uh 


$ Kink ! in 7M Pei . Ne to the Create 


Wa ay 21d Meaſure, (for the Lord is this Tae ” 
witneſs bis Complaint, They have for; ther me, 75 1 
Fountain of DING Vale Oh, this 1 18. ulneſs ;'6f Joy] _—_— 


tor ever are '- 
Thus I have get be“ bre Yi on ſome Faint CEN of” 
the Bleſſtdneſs of ſuch, as do God's Commandments, 
But, alas, when . 
the reatet Orator has exe his Flog nenee;” and 
tired his Rhetorick, in diſplaying the Gole fiat Glo- 
Hes, it does not, after all, ſo much as" appear hat 
The Beatitudes 


aul, tho caught np into Parediſe it ſelf, found it 


Wot lawful, or rather, not pcthble ſor human Lan- 
Huage to utter. 


2 Coy, X11. 4. 
Methinks I ſee the Dead, in Chriſt Jeſus, and 


Hor deceaſed Brother with the reſt) looking down 
om the Battlements of Heaven, 


and with loud Ac- 
famations calling to us below; Brethren, Brethren, 


Mount up with Wings as Eagles; run in the Paths 
f Righteouſneſs and be not weary, walkand faint 
Wot. Lo, Bleſſed, thrice Bleſſed are they that do God's 


ommandments : They have right to this Tree of Life, 
Behold, here we have 
Blory, Peter's Crown of Glory where Brightneſs and 
reatneſs meet: Here we have raul's Veigbt of Glo- 
, not the Fool's Paradice, but ſomething that fills 


* Il ſatisfies; Glory ſo maſſ that we feem to be 
W 142d with Bliſs: 


Here we have obtain'd the Salva- 
Jon WHCh is in Chriſt Jeſus, with eternal Glory; 
wor that ſits upon our Brows for ever blooming, 

N Inheritance incorruptible and that fadeth not away: 
tre we have the Gläry df God, fuch as becomes a 
Fod,to beſtow, and that the King of Glory diſdains 
ot to on: Here we fit enthroned with our Im- 
anuel, array'd wich the ſame Glory; we are like 
im, for we ſee him as he is: Here ws are perfedt in 
E Holi- 
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rtality: Here we praiſe God in Raptures, love Hu 
AER og ee ö 3 x . = | 
* tbove. Meaſure, Jear Him without Torment, tru [4 
Ain without Defpondency, ſerve Him vit bont Lai 
tude or Wcarinefs, withcut Interruption or Diſtrac 


Work of Faith, our Labour of Love, and Patienc 


ſhew. the ſame Diligence to the full Aſſurance fl 
Hope, unto the End, that a Promiſe being left you! 
of entring into this Reff, none of you may ſo mud 
as. ſeem to come ſhort of it. oy To 
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4 NARRATIVE of the more 


A memorable Paſſages of Mr. Terry's 
% e, by the Reverend Mr 
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r mayn't be improper to obſerve, that the 
Family of the Terrys hath formerly, in the 
e,, of Times, been very remarkable for ſup- 
A. porting the Intereſt of Religion. Two of them 
Pere ejected from very confiderable Livings for Con- 
W-ience:ſake, viz. Mr. Edward and James Terry: 
he firſt from Greenford, where his Living to him 


as better than two Hundred Pounds per Annum; 


Ine other from Miclemarſp, whoſe Living wis worth 
Whree Hundred a Year. They were both of them 
ſteemed Men of Parts and Learning, and uſeful 
Za their Generation. No Men, of a private Stati- 
1 cou'd bear brighter Characters on the Account 


, a \ | 
Religion, than Mr. Terry of Sheephouſe, and 


r, Terry of Sutton 3 of which two, the latter Was 
zrandfather to the Deceaſed. His own Father alſo 
yas a Perſon of ſuch an z»ſpotted Character, that 
r almoſt ſeven Years I lived on the Spot, I never in 
i that Time heard: any one ſpeak Diſreſpedfully of 
in: And, from ſome Things I have ſeen under his 
vn Hand, I have ſufficient Reaſon to believe, He 

as not only an Encourager of Religion in Others, 

ut a Perſon that made Conſcience of keeping up the 

ower of Religion in his own Heart and Lite, 


5 E 2 As 


* 


_— 2-4 4s the! e 1. How icon ie 753 ppeder 
i: . might have ſpent the former Part of lis Time; 
. Pet there were ſo many remafkable Paſſages hap- Fn 
pened towards the Cee of his Lif® as to r FT 
any reaſonable Man a full Satisfaction as to the Si 
cerity of his Converſion, ſo far as we are able to; 
judge of the Tree by its Fruits. About the Fegin 
ning of laſt Winter there was a particular Provii 
dence happened, that gave me an Opportunity of off 
talking more openly and freely to him concerning 
the State of his Soul, then uſually I ccu'd do 
which I'm perſuaded, God. bleſſed as a Means off 
bringing kin to think more cloſely than formerly | 
As in Saul's Converſion, the frſt Symptom, was 
Behold. he prayeth ! So in this C: aſe, the firſt Obſer! = 
vation | made, was, that he ſpent more Time than 
uſually in a Morning, in his Chamber, before hi 
came down : He likewiſe every Evening retired to 
his Chamber again, about fix or ſcven a Clock, and 
there ſpent a conſiderable Time alone. Now thaif 
he ſpent it in Readirg, Meditation and Prayer 
there is no Reaſon to doubt; eſpecially if it be ady 
ded, that after that Time he was exty emely wneoſy if 
7 to bed, without being firſt with us at Family 
rayer: So that when neceffary Buſine fw has detainf 
ed me abroad till late, there have I found him vai 
ing my Return. W hich tho” it was (upon Accoul 
of his great Weakneſs) an Affliction is me that] 
had Occaſion to ſtay; yet it con'd not but give n 
a ſenſible Pleaſure, to ſec the good Inclinations, tha 
were wrought in him. I found that He took to real 
the Scriptures with wmwea7 ied Conſtancy, Applica 
tion and Care; and not without a conſiderable Col 
cern with Relation to his own State, as was eviden} 
by the wed Ti gy D e JE asked me upd 
| gens, Be n 5 on 
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er One Thivg? Ic ecu ch not but take Notice of; when 
e; De met with ſeveral Scriptures that aflerted the 


Pinity of Chriſt, he wou'd mark them down I WE 
Whew them#o me; which he ſel om did, without 


inWsking me ſuch a Queſtion as This, Are not tho ſe 6 = 
toß erſon. to be pit ied, whoſe Eyes are cloſed againſt 7 * 5 
in- lear a Light, that they cannot ſee, bow plainly 3 


10 this ſhews, Our Lord Feſus Chrift is GOD? 
The #-/ Time he freely be himſelf to 
me, was in his Chamber. After he was in Bed, he 
ent for we up, and deſired me to go to Prayer 
with bim; When Prayer was over, he deſired me to 
Wit 5 by him en his Bed- ſide; For, Sir (ſays he) 
vas, bwe Matters of great Moment to talk to you about. 

erenpon he took me by the Hand, and with Tears 
in his Hees, he told me ſome Paſſages of his former 
ife. 1 muſt own I did never ſee plainer Signs of a 
; cer Contyitigu of Heart for Sin, then I ſaw in him. 
Ut was? xtremely affe l ing to obſerve. with what Self- 
ont bing Ian Abborrence he ſpake of ſome Things, 
he had formerly taken a Delight in. 


el | 

a After he had recovered bimſelk from a Flood cf 
ears, that flewed down his Cheeks, he told me, 
iy m erſuaded, Str, that Gd for my. good, ſeeing my 
a7 ork is done, remoues me from this World, that I might 
ail not be intangled i in the Snares and Temptations of it. The 


dun Lord well knew, bow eaſily I was drawn to Sin; and 


at 14. ſatisfied be takes me lenz to prevent my falling i mto 
mW me grievous Wickedneſs.. F that I'm ſure, what © 
tha ot bers may efteem my Leſs, will prove my Gain; I ſhall 


nd my Account in it at laſt. Here he added, My chief 
WConcern is now about the eternal Salvation of my 
Soul; [ muſt beg Tou therefore to anſwer me ſome Queſ- 
den tions. OO 
poll You ſhall have them as near as poſſible in bis 
own Words. 
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; IM. Fence of that Law which we bave broken, How is it 
EI freed from the Guilt of Sin? When I anni 
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we are juſtified freely by the Grace of God, thro 
de Redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus; and that be 
IT ing juſtified by Faith we have Peace with God, thro 
pour Lord Jeſus Chrift : He asked me, But is not Re. 


"0. 7 and new Obedience neceſſary, as well as Faith f 


forth his Spirit into our Hearts to make nz meet] 
for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, Here hel 
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that in e true Chriſtian the Love of God ought 


Upon which Occaſion I ſpent a conſiderable T;meW 
Faith and New-Obedience. Then he asked me, 5). 


' this World, even ſuppoſing my Sins to be actually par- 


N 5 
k a 4 
2. 7 I 1 


* 5 S 2 (ſays he) ſince ; the Soul by Sin is obnoxious to 
ebe Vratb of God, i. e. (as I take it) liable to the Sen- 


ered, that te / 


Fea 


anſwered him in the Affirmative, and ſhew'd him, 


to be the moſt powerful Principle in them to influ- 4 
ence their Hearts and Lives: That Obedience was 
the only way we cou'd teſtify our Love to Chriſt. 


in opening to him the Nature of Repentance, Wo 


what Mans are we free'd from the Pollution and Stain 
of Sin? I told him, There was a Fountain opened 
For, Sin and for Uncleanneſs; and ſhewed him, 
what that Fountain was. I further added, That as} 
Chriſt had purchaſed Redemption for us, aid wasl 
gone to prepare the Manſions of Glory; fo he ſends} 


looked upon me with an eager Concern; But, Sir, 
how can T enjoy the Comfort of the Pardon of Sin inf 


doned ? I anſwered, that the Spirit it ſelf beareth] 
Witneſs with our Spirits, that we are the Children 
of God; and therefore You ought earneſtly toff 
pray, That God wou'd give You the Spirit of 
Adoption, to enable you to cry, Abba, Father; that 
He would give you the Earneſt of the Heavenly In- 
heritance in your Heart; that he wou'd ſay to You, 
Son, be of good Chear, thy Sins ares forgiven thee : 
Fear not; Tam thy Salvation. 
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| indwelling Sin 2 When. ſhall our Sant! fication be 


it per fet ? For it is impoſſible for any Thing unclean to en- 


Child, there will be ſome Remainders of Coruption 
unmortified, while we are in the Fleſh. The Body 
of Sin is only then fully; deſtroyed, when this 
earthly Tabernacle, is UNPINN' D; for then the 
pirit per fecteth his Work. 348 677 WEED 
+ Sometime after, upon an Occaſion of the like Na- 


ni 

\tMWture, He con plained- heavily, that he had not ſooner 
u-MWhearkned to the Advice, that was given him. Now, 
air, I find the Diſadvantage of not hearkning to your 


ne, Counſels. Alas, bow ; juſtly may I take up a 
amentation over my Self] For tho I find a Willingneſs 


de, to pour out. my Soul unto God in Prayer; yet I find my 
Eye very much at a Loſs for Want of the Gift of Pray- 
iner. Now, tho I was ſenſible he was not altogether 
ed Heſtitute of the Gift of Prayer, yet I endeavoured 
m, to comfort him (for at that Time he ſeem'd to be 
as gnighty di ſconſolate) by telling him, that the Spirit 
ast lelf helpeth our Infirmities with Groanings which 
1dgannot be uttered ;-and that the Spirit was confcious 
eto the Deſires he had raiſed in the pious Sonl, tho” 
heſhve * the fame Time want Words to expreſs thoſe 
7 eſires. PoE IE | 


At another Time, after I had been at Prayers by 


ar-Wim, he took me by the Hand, and, with an nmuſual 
ethhearfulneſs in his Looks, ſaid, And does the Soul 
renſnmediately after its Separation from the Body appear 
tofWefore God? To which I anſwered, That when the 
ofPuſt returns to the Duſt, as it was, the Spirit ſhall 
hatFeturn unto God who gave it: And in Chriſt's 


ords, This Day ſhalt thou be with me in Para- 


eying the Soul to its eternal State? I replyed, that 
he Scriptures ſay of the Angels, Are they not all 
niniſtring Spirits ſent forth to miniſter to thoſe that are 
Oe | Heirs 


ice. And are the Angels, ſays he, concerned in con- 
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ter into the Preſence of God. To which I anſwered, © 


9 
ESE \ 


rer. 1 If Salvation 1 5 15 With what . ebe 
i a5 at that Time, ſeem'd to give him's ſenſible Þ* 
Satisfaction; He here added ſeveral Queſtions con- 
9 N eerning Guardian Angels, grounded upon that, Do f 
mut their Angels always bebold the Face of my Father, . 
—  whlebisin Heaven ? which it wou'd be too tedious 
40 relate.“ He asked n again, And is there a private 
audgment paſſed upon er, Soul immediately after 
Wo 2 ? 1 anſwered, that it ſeemed moſt agreeable to 
ppoſe a Sentence before the Reward.” hat Reaſon 
by ſaid he, can we ſuppoſe for a general Judgment? 
told him, in order to vindicate the Righteous in 
che Face of the World, who might paſs for Hypo- Ie 
crites here; and might be look d age as the very 
Dreggs and Of ſcouting of all Things; "an to de- 
tect the Hy pocrite, who might paſs for a righteous 
Perſon, white int the Fleſh.” But, ſays he; Pall we 
know one another in that future State | 2 I told bim, We 
had Reaſon to believe we ſhou'd; Becauſe 1 in the 
Parable even thoſe! who are in Torment are repre- % 
ſented as knowing ſuch as are in Bliſs; and becauſe 80 

of Chriſt's laying it before us as an Enconragement; 
That we ſhall fit down with Abrabam, IHac, and ſh 
Facob in his Kingdom, and for other Reaſons I theri 
offered him. He ſeem'id to be wonder fully pleaſed 
with the Thoughts of it; and taking me by the fi 
Hand, ſaid, S/, T bape that you and I, bowever grie-f F 
vous cur pr e ſant Par ting may be, all one Day joy fully wah 
meet again. And here he added ſeveral Things, that 
were extremely affecting both to hivfelf and me. 
He further asked, I het ber the Soul, when once ent ed | 
wpon Bliſt, Hou d be permitted afterwards to viſit this 
arb: * To which I aufwered I con'd fee no Rea- 
ſon for ſuch a Suppoſition, unleſs ſent with fome 
fpecial Commiſſion. But, Six, ſays he, have. not] 
Ie Spirits of juſt Men made. per fed i in Glory, the Know- 
edge of the Things done below? I auſwered, the Serip- 1 
tures ſeemed not to tay our thet Opinion; and ed 14 

9 | te 
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nf 1 the 630 of Tais, 16 v. Pont > Newer 5 e 
uber, tho! Abrabam be ignorant of us, and Ifratl ac. 
N opledge ns19t.. But ſhall we not have the Knowledge _ 


x I thoſe Things, that we our ſelves have done below? | 
„ Yo which. I an wered, I conceived it won d afford ._ E 
6 f Matter, for much Praiſe when the Volume of *' | 
11 ds Providence was unfolded, and we perceived = 
>. Þ what Steps he had prepare us for Glory,  _ 4 


rom this Time I found he was more obſervant of 
ie Providences of God both to himſelf and others 
„ ſan formerly he had been. When he either heard 
recollected the Paſſages that happened in the un- 
 Ynely Death of ſome young Gentlemen, it was very 
y Fecting to hear, what a Senſe of the Divine Good- 
Y ſs he wou'd expreſs, obſerving, That God might 


us Ve taken bim away in the Courſe of Sin, as well as o- 
„% OG This made him often bleſs God, that gave 


n not only a Space, but a Heart to improve it; 


4. id to ſay bad my Soul been in their Soul's Stead, what 
IT ee Caſe bad I been in ! Thou haſt ſnatched me 


el Brand pluckt out of the Burning, 
Sometime after, when I had been at Prayer with 
m, he deſired: me, with an extraordinary Chear- 
lneſs 1 in his Countenance, to fit down on his Bed- 
- which when 1 had done, he took me by the 
hd. 44 and preſſing it very hard, ſaid, Sir, I can 
2 1 you NOW (it is 10 Fidion, but what have from 
* mfortable Experience) it is good for me, that I have 
e affi led; For before Twas affiited, I went aſtray, 1 
now, but now Thave' kept God's Word. Theſe . 
ords he. repeated an hundred Times and more in | 
IIlneſs, laying a peculiar Emphaſis upon the 
| Irticle NOW : Adding, Now, Sir, I can aſſure yor, 
hat Death hath loft his Sting as to Me; He is ſo far 
pn being a King of Terrors, he is now a Meſſenger of 
face, O' bappy Day, when Sin and Sorrow ſhall ceaſe 
4 ever! Here he pauſed a little, and then 22 
55 Yaſtly upon me, Now * he) I can Ee 27 | 
F cad, 
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: 20% Tnfluente of the' Love of God warming: my Soul witli 


Places, T have a goo 
out into ſuch a Rapture of Praiſe and ſuch Expreſl 


5 Ocez ſion. 


bis Handkerchief; and after talking with him a lit 


and whiſper d tome, That tho be was ſatisfied to dit 


ardent Defires after Him. Vill He give ſuch I. ſts i 
bis Love; where He defigns not Fully to: ſa 24700 the B. 
e the Soul, that longs after Him? Ob my Sol 
lad in God thy Saviour ; rejoyce in the Rock of ti 
Salvation. My Line 25 Fallen unto me in pleaſan 


Heritage! And here he brol 


ons of Foy, as did fo ſenſibly touch me, T cou d nc 
poſſibly forbear breaking out into Praiſes alon 
alſo, which moved the Family below to ae th 


From this Time I ford! him Arved defirons 
Death. He wou'd talk of it with all the Pleaſu 
and Satisfaction imaginable; and did often tell me 
*Twas the Joy of bis Soul, that the Time of his Diſſoli 
tion was ſo near. About three a (lock on Eord 
Day Morning (the Day on which he died) he ordet 
ed his Watcher to call me up, and to tell me, | 
thought be was a dying. When I came, I found hill 
very compoſed in his Thoughts, fanning himſelf wit 


tle; he deſired me to go to Prayer by Him. - Whe 
Prayer was over, I ſpent ſome further Time in di 
courſing with him : He ſeem'd to be much affected; 
But thinking I ſhou'd diſturb him, (ſuppoſing hinſſ| « 
to be a dying) I fate quiet, and ſaid not hing for 
Time. Upon which he pull'd my Ear to his Mouth 


and had a comfo! table Proſpe& before bim; get not 
be was engaged in it, be found dying hard Vork; an; 
therefore (ſays he) help me. wah ſuitable Expreſſ 01s tu: 
raiſe my Heart to God, while 1 remain in the Bod) f 
For tho my Soul be on the Wing, yet thro' my preſenthi 
. 1 Find NR that deadens my Thoughts. 
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From that Time, I. d 1 
k Service, I ever now 1 then x as 4 4 {et 3 
ce Which I- Thought" might be ſuitab e to the 


iſe his Hands and Eyes devoutly, and ſeem' d 
nmeditate upon it for ſome Time. After he 
ad kiſs'd his Siſter,” and took a ſolemn Leave 
ber, He deſired me to tell his Dear Mother, 

ho lay ining away upon a Bed of Sorrow) 
was bis laſt and expiring Requeſt to Her, that 
e wou'd not grieve for Him. He then asked 
e, to whom he ſhou d give his Bible? I told 
im, I preſume he had given all he had to 
1s Brother „ and I thought it wou'd be very 
ard, if he did not leave him that, which was 
ore valuable than all he had left him beſides. 
hen, ſays he, Give it him, adding ſomething 
i . that God wou d bleſs it to him. He 
Q 2 ie charged me with a Letter ſealed, to de- 
to his Brother's Hands; One Part where- 
as, 15 = Aras was ſo kind. as to communicate 
me, viz. © Brother, I leave this, as my laſt 
Advice to Yon, if you wou'd live eaſy, and die 


Hel happy, Fear God: Avoid idle drinking Com- 
- pany, and likewiſe Women, 
big 


„Felix quem eint aliena pericula cautum, * 


oY 


came to him, he whiſper'd me, I believe in 
9d, I believe in God; I believs alſo in Chriſt Je- 
ut, Lord Fe ſus, into thy Hands do I commit my Spi- 
a) Fit. Come, Lord Feſus; come quickly. Why are 
ſer8;; 3 W heels ſo long a coming ? Whom have T 
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* Mr. Stephen Terry. 
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e caſion: And whe id it, he w _ GO 
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While I was at divine Service in the Aﬀter- 
oon, he called for me ſeveral Times. As ſoon . 
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taten un, you Will, die,. He 
1 10 Trouble. to ne 7 Death ig W. 
„ Pen as it will- J. bope Du dv 
Fm af: 123 to die; The ſooys;, the ben 
few Minutes after he Was got into 
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